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The Historical Origins and Evolution of Legislative and
Parliamentary Bodies
Sulaiman bin Khalaf bin Zahir Al-Riyami
Abdelmalek Essaadi University — Tangier
Faculty of Legal, Economic, and Social Sciences — Department of
Public Law — Morocco

Supervised by Dr. El-Hassan El-Jamaai

Abstract:

The legislative authority passed through several historical stages before
reaching its modern form. In ancient times, the authority to legislate was in the
hands of rulers or kings, with the existence of advisory councils with limited powers
in some civilizations such as Greece and Rome.

In the Middle Ages, power was concentrated in the hands of kings, but councils
appeared representing the nobility and clergy, and some documents, such as the
Magna Carta, contributed to limiting the king’s power.

In the modern era, the spread of ideas of freedom and democracy led to the
emergence of the principle of separation of powers, and parliaments began to
represent the people and were responsible for enacting laws and monitoring the
executive authority.

This authority later developed into an elected constitutional institution with
broader powers, including enacting laws, approving the general budget, monitoring
the government, and representing the will of the people.

Therefore, it can be said that the legislative authority has developed from a
monopoly on legislative power to a democratic system that relies on an elected
parliament that represents citizens, achieves balance between powers, and protects
rights and freedoms.

Keywords: Legislative authority — Legislation — Political systems — Separation of
powers — Parliament.
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