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The Image of the Moon in al-Manfaluti’s al-Nazarat: Its Aesthetic, Artistic,
and Emotional Dimensions
Mohammed Rabiul Ahsan
Lecturer, Department of Arabic, University of Chittagong, Chittagong,
Bangladesh

Abstract

This study explores the depiction of the moon in al-Nazarat by Mustafa Lutfi al-
Manfaluti, viewing it as an artistic motif that transcends natural description to
embody aesthetic, emotional, psychological, and symbolic significance. The core
research question investigates how al-Manfaluti uses the moon's image and the
meanings it acquires. The aim is to identify the moon's roles within the text,
analyze its relation to literary Romanticism, and trace its presence in the
broader Arabic literary tradition, comparing it with references from other Arab
authors. Using a descriptive-analytical approach, the study relies on the 2015
Hindawi Foundation edition of al-Nazarat and previous research on the moon
in Arabic literature. Results indicate that in al-Manfaluti's work, the moon
serves various functions: as a symbol of beauty, a companion in solitude, a
reflection of memory and longing, and a sign of loyalty and constancy. It also
functions as an artistic device through personification, symbolism, dialogue,
repetition, metaphor, and internal musicality. The study emphasises that this
portrayal highlights the emotional and romantic aspects of al-Manfaluti's prose,
giving the moon a unique character compared to its treatment by writers like
Ibn Zaydun, al-Bayati, and al-Ashmawi.

Keywords: Moon; Mustafa Lutfi al-Manfaluti; al-Nazarat; Artistic Image;
Symbol; Romanticism; Modern Arabic Prose.
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