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The Problem of Ja'far, Known as ""Al-Khdhab' (The Liar), and
His Doctrinal and Historical Role in the Imamate Crisis of Al-
Askari and Al-Mahdi (Peace Be Upon Them)

Author
Doaa Mohammed Abdul Ali

University of Karbala / Presidency of the University - Iraq

Abstrac

The cause of Imam al-Mahdi (peace be upon him) was met with hostility and
rejection—even by friends, let alone enemies. A prime example is the stance
taken by his uncle, Ja'far ibn al-Hadi—known as "al-Kadhdhab" (the Liar)—
regarding the Imam's leadership. Ja'far plotted against both Imam al-Mahdi and
his father, Imam al-Askari (peace be upon them), conspiring against them and
their Shia followers before the ruling authorities. He went so far as to claim the
Imamate for himself following the death of his brother, Imam al-Hasan al-
Askari (peace be upon him)—earning him the epithet "the Liar." He sought to
curry favour with the Abbasid Caliph of the time, hoping to secure the same
status and rank his brother had held. He even offered the Caliph money to
achieve this, but the Caliph explained that such a position could not be attained
by force; rather, it required the trust of the Shia community in the individual's
character. The Caliph subsequently ordered that Ja‘far be barred from his
presence. The Caliph was correct in this assessment, for the office of Imamate
and leadership among the Shia is not subject to the will of rulers, nor is it
obtained through intercession or mediation—unlike the appointment of officials
to various other posts. Leadership in Imami Shi‘ism rests upon the will of God
Almighty regarding His creation, as well as the trust, conscience, and conviction
of the believers, based on the evident signs of truthfulness and justice they
perceive. This distinguishes the Imami Shia from many other sects and schools
of thought, whose leaders are often appointed by state decree. Furthermore,
Ja'far sought to exploit the period of Imam al-Mahdi’s occultation—during
which the Imam was evading the authorities' pursuit—to declare himself the
Shia Imam. He demanded his brother's legacy and insisted that the Shia hand
over the funds and religious dues owed to Imam al-Askari (peace be upon him),

13
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claiming that he was the Imam who would... He sought to succeed his brother,
the Imam; however, his lies, fabrications, and false claims to knowledge
exposed his true nature to the public—and to the Shia of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace
be upon them) in particular. Subsequently, as has been narrated, he repented and
renounced his claims regarding the position of Imamate. Narrations from Imam
al-Mahdi (peace be upon him) address his repentance, stating: "As for the path
of my uncle Ja'far and his children, it is the path of the brothers of Joseph (peace
be upon him)." For this reason, Ja'far came to be known thereafter as "al-
Tawwab" (The Repentant). Praise be to Allah, Lord of the Worlds

Keywords: Ja'far bin al-Hadi, the Liar, stance, Imamate, al-Mahdi (peace be

upon him)
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