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The Pearl of Blackness and the Ancestral Heritage: The Historical
Roots and Indigenous Sovereignty of the Khuza'a Tribe in the Land

of Iraq Since the Pre-Islamic Era
Researcher: Qais Mahdi Al-Thaaban Al-Khuza'i

Abstract

The Khuza‘ah tribe represents a fundamental pillar of the demographic
and sovereign presence in the land of Irag, grounded in its ancient Qahtant
heritage as an extension of the great branches of Azd, namely Azd Shani’ah,
Azd ‘Uman, Azd al-Sarat, and Azd Ghassan, which settled in the region of
Sawad (Mesopotamia) and the Two Rivers (Tigris and Euphrates)
approximately four hundred and fifty years before the advent of Islam. The
branches of Azd, under the leadership of Malik ibn Fahm and Judhaymah al-
Abrash, established the first organised Arab principality in al-Anbar and al-
Hirah in the year 210 CE, forming a political and military nucleus that
confronted Persian challenges and solidified their historical presence. As the
overarching designation of "Azd" receded over the centuries, Khuza‘ah—one
of the branches of Azd Shant’ah in Irag—emerged as the legitimate heir and
living extension of that historical empire in the region extending between al-
Hirah and al-Anbar. This deep temporal rootedness, documented in primary
historical sources and the encyclopedia "The Khuzd'ah Tribe in the Orbit of
History," proves the tribe's early settlement in Irag's urban and rural centers,
as well as its civilizational interaction with successive heavenly religions
before the dawn of Islam. This demographic and political authenticity is
crowned by the testimony of noble prophetic texts and the poetry of Imam
‘All (peace be upon him), which praised the noble qualities of Azd, the purity
of their hearts, and their trustworthiness. Thus, it is affirmed that Khuza‘ah is
among the indigenous inhabitants of Iraq, whose ancient presence is
unquestionable, remaining a towering tree with deep roots embedded in Iraqg's
civilizational identity across various successive ages and historical eras.

Keywords: Principality of Azd; Branches of Azd; Khuza‘ah;
Demographic and Political Presence.
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