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Da'wah Roles and Civilizational Contributions
Author:
Dr Sulaiman bin Saeed bin Habib Al-Kiyoumi

Assistant Professor — University of Buraimi — Sultanate of Oman

Abstract

This study examines the role of Hadhrami scholars in East Africa during the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, highlighting their scholarly, religious, and
civilizational contributions and their impact on the religious, cultural, and social
life of the region.

The study focuses on several Hadhrami scholars who settled in East Africa,
particularly in Zanzibar and the Comoros Islands, and who played important
roles in the judiciary, religious verdicts, teaching, and authorship. They also
contributed to the dissemination of Islamic sciences and the Arabic language
among the local population. The study highlights Zanzibar as an important
intellectual and cultural centre that attracted scholars and students of knowledge
and maintained strong scholarly connections with Hadhramaut, the Hijaz, Egypt,
and other centres of Islamic learning.

The study also examines the contributions of Hadhrami scholars to the
establishment of mosques and endowments, the development of educational
curricula, and the translation of some religious materials into Swahili, in
addition to their participation in social, judicial, and administrative life. It further
highlights their role in scholarly writing and the preservation of knowledge and
manuscripts, as well as their lasting intellectual and cultural contributions to the
consolidation of Islam and Arabic education in East Africa. The study concludes
that Hadhrami scholars played an important role in the development of the
scholarly, religious, and cultural life of East Africa, with an influence extending
beyond the religious sphere to various social and civilizational aspects.

Keywords: Hadhrami scholars, East Africa, Zanzibar, Hadhramaut, Islamic
sciences, education, civilizational contributions.
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