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Tax Policy in Mauritania and Morocco: A Comparative Study.

Aichetou Menih
Adjunct Professor, Faculty of Legal Sciences
University of Nouakchott — Mauritania

Summary

This study aims to provide a comparative analytical examination of tax policy in both
Mauritania and Morocco by highlighting the nature of each tax system, its economic
and social objectives, and its contribution to development and financial stability. The
study is based on analysing the structure of direct and indirect taxes, levels of tax
pressure, tax collection mechanisms, and recent fiscal reforms in both countries.

The study reveals that Morocco possesses a more developed and diversified tax system
compared to Mauritania. Morocco relies on a broad tax base that includes income tax,
corporate tax, and value-added tax (VAT), alongside continuous reforms intended to
enhance tax justice and encourage investment. In contrast, the Mauritanian tax system
still faces several challenges, including a weak tax base, heavy dependence on indirect
taxes, limited digitalisation, and the dominance of the informal economy.

The study also indicates that the tax burden rate in Mauritania is among the lowest in
the region, estimated at approximately 16.7%, while in Morocco it ranges between
28% and 30%. This difference reflects variations in economic size, public services,
and institutional structures in the two countries.

Furthermore, the findings demonstrate that Moroccan tax policy seeks to balance
revenue mobilisation with investment promotion, whereas Mauritania focuses on
expanding the tax base and increasing the contribution of large companies to public
revenues. The study also emphasises that the success of any tax reform depends on
strengthening transparency, improving tax administration, and building trust between
the state and taxpayers.

In conclusion, the study confirms that developing tax policy in both countries
represents a fundamental tool for achieving economic and social development.
However, this remains closely linked to the governments’ ability to ensure tax justice,
reduce social inequalities, and improve the efficiency of public spending.

Keywords:
Tax Policy, Mauritania, Morocco, Comparative Study, Tax System, Fiscal Reform, Tax
Administration, Value Added Tax (VAT), Direct and Indirect Taxes.
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