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The Development of Realist Thought in International Relations from
Morgenthau to Waltz

Assist. Lecturer / Wafaa Zayed Abbas

Mustansiriya University, College of Education
Abstract.

Realist thought is considered one of the most influential approaches in the field of
International Relations, as it has constituted the theoretical framework explaining
state behavior and international conflicts since the early twentieth century. This
research aims to analyze the development of realist thought from Classical Realism,
represented by Hans Morgenthau, to Structural Realism, represented by Kenneth
Waltz, while clarifying the intellectual and methodological transformations that
occurred within realist theory in explaining power, national interest, and the structure
of the international system.

The study also discusses the fundamental differences between Classical Realism,
which focused on human nature as the source of conflict, and Structural Realism,
which regarded the structure of the international system as the principal factor shaping
state behavior. The study adopted the descriptive-analytical approach and relied on
contemporary political literature and specialized academic studies in International
Relations.

The study concluded that realism has undergone significant methodological
development, which enhanced its explanatory capacity regarding international
transformations despite criticism from liberal and constructivist schools. The study
also demonstrated the continued influence of realist thought in interpreting
international balances and contemporary geopolitical conflicts.

Keywords: Classical Realism, Structural Realism, Power, International System,
National Interest, Balance of Power.
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Gl ) Al 2y i) Aagal) oS 2l b OF JeHans Morgenthau el gl 209U aedlgh oo
(Morgenthau, 1948; Lebow, sy s pllss [ 3 Joll dsld oo ) sl 2l gl il ol O,
2016).
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L pladl 3 sl il sad By Lezbl ol J llan of il (S sad ¥ il asdall of I Sl s
ESCalong Gon Ui bgll alall fatt L 63l mjf 3 oo Lenipn o ol U Led e (g dons Jlls
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o Al Aes Ay ] 3 SLedbly CcnlSU il e a8 Ve Ol e Aoyl aul ) (e gy
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. g}jJJ\ (Uﬁd\ LSL; 5d>\g 2\.‘)3 Lo c.f 74.4;14,19_:
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(Morgenthau, 1948; Waltz, 1979).
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(Selt-Help System) (Mearsheimer, 2014). 314 stazeV)
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