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The Integration between Geographical Location and Religious
Sanctuaries in Najaf as a Driver for Sustainable Tourism
Khalid Mahdi Khudhair Ubaies
Directorate of Education of Babylon

Abstract

Religious tourism is one of the most important indicators for measuring
tourism activity in Islamic countries, and the holy city of Najaf is a
major destination for visitors from the Islamic world. This research
examines the integration between the geographical location of Najaf
Governorate and its religious sanctuaries, and the role of this integration
in achieving sustainable religious tourism. The study adopts historical
and descriptive methodologies to analyze the natural and human
geographical characteristics of the governorate, and to investigate
religious tourism components represented by the shrine of Imam Ali
(peace be upon him), the Wadi Al-Salam cemetery, and other shrines
and holy sites, in addition to analyzing the reality of hotel services and
ways to develop them. The research concludes that the holy shrine
represents the nucleus of the city's formation and the functional and
architectural center that controls all parts of the city, and that the
religious site plays an important role in influencing the size of the city
and its economic activity, which is reflected in the sustainability of
tourism movement and the development of related services. The
research recommends the need to create a new investment climate, focus
on developing religious sites and expanding associated services, achieve
security and stability, and pay attention to desert tourism as a
complement to religious tourism.

Keywords: Religious Tourism, Geographical Location, Holy Najaf,
Sustainable Tourism Development, Tourism Components.
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