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The principle of separation of powers in the Mauritanian
constitutional system.

Aicha Mounia

Advanced Professor, Faculty of Legal and Political Sciences,
University of Nouakchott, Mauritania

Abstract

The principle of the separation of powers is considered one of the fundamental
pillars of modern constitutional governance, as it aims to prevent the concentration
of public authority by distributing state functions among the legislative, executive,
and judicial branches. This principle promotes the rule of law, safeguards
tundamental rights and freedoms, and ensures institutional balance through

mechanisms of cooperation and mutual oversight.

This study examines the constitutional framework of the principle of the separation
of powers within the Mauritanian constitutional system. It analyzes its theoretical
toundations, constitutional basis, and institutional implementation while assessing
the effectiveness of the relationship among the three branches of government in
light of constitutional provisions and political practice. The study also identifies the
main legal and institutional challenges affecting the practical application of this
principle and proposes reforms to strengthen constitutional governance and

institutional equilibrium.

The research adopts an analytical approach to examine constitutional and legal texts,
a descriptive approach to explain the institutional organization of public authorities,
and a comparative approach by drawing on selected experiences from French and

Moroccan constitutional systems.

The study concludes that although the Mauritanian Constitution establishes a

constitutional framework based on the separation of powers, the ettective
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realization of this principle depends on strengthening judicial independence,
enhancing parliamentary oversight, improving constitutional review mechanisms,
and consolidating democratic practices that reinforce the rule of law and good

governance.

Keywords: Separation of Powers; Mauritanian Constitutional —System;
Constitution of Mauritania; Rule of Law; Legislative Authority; Executive
Authority; Judicial Independence; Constitutional Review; Good Governance;

Democratic Governance.
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