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The Philosophy of Life and Death in Pre-Islamic Poetry
Dr. Musa Ismail Hussein
Department of Arabic Language - Faculty of Arts - Jerash
University - Jordan

Abstract

This study explores the philosophy of life and death in pre-Islamic Arabic poetry,
examining how pre-Islamic poets perceived human existence and the inevitability
of death. The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach by analyzing
selected poetic texts and relating them to the religious beliefs and mythological
traditions prevalent in Arabian society before Islam, while also comparing them
with concepts found in the ancient civilizations of Egypt and Mesopotamia.
The study reveals that the majority of pre-Islamic Arabs regarded death as the
absolute end of human life and generally rejected the concepts of resurrection and
the afterlife. This worldview was reflected in their poetry through the celebration
of worldly pleasures, the acceptance of the inevitability of death, and the belief
that fate and time (al-Dahr) governed human destiny. The research also
demonstrates that some poets were influenced by inherited myths concerning the
soul, the hamah (restless spirit), offerings to the dead, and beliefs about life after
death, many of which were transmitted from neighboring ancient civilizations. In
contrast, poets such as ‘Urwah ibn al-Ward presented a different perspective,
emphasizing that true immortality lies in honorable deeds, generosity, courage,
and lasting reputation rather than in physical survival. The study concludes that
pre-Islamic poetry serves as an important intellectual and cultural record,
reflecting the philosophical perceptions of life and death among the Arabs before
Islam and illustrating the interaction between poetic thought, cultural heritage,
.and historical beliefs
Keywords: Pre-Islamic poetry, philosophy of life, philosophy of death, time, pre-
Islamic beliefs, importance, immortality.
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