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Lexical Collocation and Its Impact on Textual Cohesion:
The Poetry of al-‘Abbas ibn Mirdas al-Sulami as a Case Study
Prof.Dr . Miad Youssef Nasrallah
Prof.Dr . Shifaa Khudair Abbas
College of Education - University of Mustansiriya

Department of Arabic Language

Abstract

Lexical collocation is a significant mechanism for achieving textual cohesion;
beyond its role in guiding meaning and enriching the artistic structure of a literary
text, it involves the pairing of specific words in a manner familiar to linguistic
usage—a pairing that fosters textual interconnectedness and harmony.
Furthermore, the study of lexical collocation allows for an understanding of a
creative style's distinctiveness and reveals the linguistic deviations intentionally
employed by the creator to generate new meanings and enhance the text's aesthetic
value.

The poetry of the veteran poet al-‘Abbas ibn Mirdas al-Sulami serves as a
compelling case study for examining lexical collocations, owing to its linguistic
richness and semantic diversity. His verses reflect various facets of the reality of
his era—ranging from the values of tribal partisanship to the transformations and
major events of the Islamic period. Accordingly, this research aims to identify the
patterns of lexical collocations in his poetry and to demonstrate their role in
achieving textual cohesion by examining the lexical relationships between words
and analyzing their impact on meaning construction.

Keywords: accompaniment, textual coherence, Abbas ibn Mirdas.
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