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The Struggle for Power in Zanzibar during the Second Half of the 19th

Century
Dr. Sulaiman bin Saeed bin Habib Al-Kiyumi

Assistant Professor — University of Buraimi — Sultanate of Oman

Abstract

This study examines the struggle for power in Zanzibar during the second half of
the nineteenth century by analyzing the political developments that followed the
death of Sultan Sayyid Sa‘id bin Sultan in 1856. His death marked a critical
turning point in the history of the Al Busaidi state in Oman and East Africa. The
study explores the causes of the succession dispute among Sayyid Sa‘id’s sons,
particularly between Sayyid Thuwayni bin Sa‘id in Oman and Sayyid Majid bin
Sa‘id in Zanzibar, in the absence of a clear designation of an heir. This situation
led to intense political rivalry over the administration of the empire. The study
also examines the British role in managing the crisis through mediation and the
Canning Arbitration of 1861, which resulted in the division of the Omani Empire
into two separate political entities: the Sultanate of Oman and the Sultanate of
Zanzibar. Furthermore, it discusses the internal conflict in Zanzibar between
Sayyid Majid and his brother Sayyid Barghash and the subsequent British
intervention in the affairs of the sultanate. The study concludes that dynastic
struggles for power significantly weakened the political unity of the Omani
Empire and facilitated the expansion of British influence in the region, leaving
long-term political and economic consequences for relations between Oman and

Zanzibar in the following decades.

Keywords:
Zanzibar; Al Busaidi State; Power Struggle; Canning Arbitration.
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