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The Scientific and Cultural Efforts of West African Scholars in
the Nineteenth Century AD (Nigeria as a Model)

Dr. Adam Mohamed Hassan Abakar Kabs
Associate Professor

University of Nyala, Department of History — Sudan
Abstract

This study examines the pioneering role and the scientific and cultural
contributions of West African scholars during the 19th century AD (13th
century AH). It focuses on three prominent figures in northern Nigeria,
specifically within the Sokoto Caliphate: Sheikh Usman dan Fodio, Sheikh
Abdullah bin Fodio, and Sultan Muhammad Bello.

The importance of this study lies in uncovering a rich Islamic and Arabic
intellectual heritage that has long been overlooked by many academic circles. It
demonstrates how the Arabic language and script transformed into a vessel for
religion, culture, administration, and daily transactions within non-Arab
societies. Furthermore, it highlights the reformist and leadership models that
successfully integrated jihad movements with jurisprudential, linguistic, Sufi,
and political authorship. The study primarily aimed to highlight the efforts of
these prominent figures in spreading Islamic civilization, identify their
linguistic, scientific, and sharia contributions, and provide a qualitative addition
to shared African and Islamic history.

To achieve these objectives, the study adopted the historical-analytical method
to collect scientific material from primary sources and manuscripts, tracking the
intellectual impact of the concerned scholars.

The study concluded with a set of key findings, most notably:

The reform movement brought about a qualitative leap that transformed society
from paganism and ignorance into a caliphate state based on the Quran and
Sunnah.

The scientific output of these scholars was characterized by a stunning
encyclopedic diversity that spanned exegesis (Tafsir), Maliki jurisprudence
(Figh), Sufism (particularly the Qadiriyya order), grammar, sharia politics, and
medicine.
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The Arabic language established its position as an official and intellectual
language. Consequently, local African languages (such as Hausa and Fulani)
were written using the Arabic script (Ajami), which deepened cultural ties with
the Islamic East and Maghreb, leaving an extended intellectual impact across
generations that remains alive today.

Keywords :Sokoto Caliphate (or Usman dan Fodio)- West Africa (or Nigeria)

Scientific and Cultural Production - Islamic Sufism (or Qadiriyya Order)
-Arabic Language and Arabic Script (Ajami)
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