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The Levant Famine 1915 AD
Dr. Youssef Mohamed Faleh Bani Younes
American International Academy of Higher Education and
Training

Abstract

The Levant famine of 1915 AD is one of the vital and important topics that
occupy researchers in the world in general, and the Arab and Islamic world in
particular, because of its large and active role in study and research, and that it
occurred during the rule of the Ottoman Empire for the Arab countries and the
Levant, and during the outbreak of the First World War 1914 -1918, and it had a
major role in the occurrence of famine, and as a result, Jamal Pasha, the butcher,
the governor of Syria, and the representative of the Ottoman Empire, laid siege
to Suya and Lebanon, and confiscated property and crops to serve the war effort
of the Ottoman state, and many young farmers fled from their lands, which led
to The shortage of materials and crops and the rise in prices, as well as the
famine of Levant for other reasons, such as forced conscription, military service,
the emergence of large swarms of locusts, and the siege imposed by the British
and French fleets on the Syrian, Palestinian and Lebanese ports to prevent
supplies from reaching the Ottoman forces in the Levant. The death of large
numbers of the population, and the famine turned the residents of the Levant, the
owners of the largest successful economic experience, into a group of hungry
homeless.
Keywords: famine, siege, locusts, forced conscription, forced labor, natural
disasters
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