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The role of the international criminal courts

in confronting sexual violence against women
in armed conflicts
Prof. Dr. Hussein A. Issa

college of Law- University of Sulaimani

Abstract

The research shows the concept of the crime of sexual violence committed
against women during armed conflicts as an international crime, and clarifies its
various forms, and studies the role of international criminal courts in confronting
it.

It consists of an introduction, four chapters, and a conclusion. The first chapter
explains the concept of sexual violence against women during armed conflicts.
The other three investigations show the role of the Special International
Criminal Courts (for Yugoslavia and Rwanda), the Hybrid International
Criminal Courts (for Sierra Leone and East Timor), and the Permanent
International Criminal Court in confronting sexual violence against women in
armed conflicts.

Most notably conclusions: the statutes of the International Criminal Courts
included defining the concept of sexual violence against women in armed
conflicts by clarifying its forms, especially the permanent International Criminal
Court. These courts also had a prominent role in confronting the crimes of
sexual violence committed against them in many of their decisions, as genocide,
crimes against humanity, or war crimes.

The most important recommendations are impunity for crimes of sexual
violence against women in armed conflicts, strengthening security and judicial
cooperation, and punishment in internal criminal legislation, which contributes
to deterring it at the national level.

Keywords: Sexual violence against women, armed conflict, international
criminal courts, permanent international criminal court, decisions of
international criminal courts
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