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Criminal protection for women and sustainable development
(A study in the Iraqi Penal Code of 1969)

Prof. Dr. Hussein A. Issa
Collage of law, University of Sulaimani
husseinissa@hotmail.com

Abstract

The research studies one of the main sustainable development goals that is
related to the issue of women's empowerment in society. It shows the role of law
in general, and criminal law in particular, in achieving this.

The research focuses on the problem of penal protection for women in the
Iraqi Penal Code No. 111 of 1969. It aims to study the adequacy of the legal
protection that this law provides to women in order to guarantee their
fundamental rights and freedoms, and to embody the principle of gender
equality and empower them in society, as well as explain some its shortcomings
in this regard, and put forth appropriate recommendations to exclude them.

The research is divided into an introduction, three sections, and a
conclusion. The first section explains the dialectic of the relationship between
sustainable development, women and the law. The second section provides an
overview of the criminal protection of women in the light of the lraqi Penal
Code of 1969. The third section is devoted to the expression of views on the
criminal protection of women and its strengthening.

The research reached several conclusions. The most important of them are:
the law plays an effective role in the field of sustainable development in general,
and in empowering women in particular, especially in the framework of
providing penal protection for women. Analysis of the norms of the Iraqgi
Criminal Code 1969 showed that the criminal protection it provides to women is
unequal compared to men, and in some cases contradicts its intended purpose,
since it violates the rights and freedoms of women, and this protection contains
deficiency.

The research contains several recommendations addressed to the Iraqi
legislator. The most prominent of which are: pay more attention to the issue of
promoting women's empowerment in the sustainable development strategy in
Irag through the adoption of new laws and the development of relevant
applicable laws guaranteeing the fundamental rights and freedoms of women in
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the Iraqi Constitution of 2005, and work to revise the norms of the lIraqi
Criminal Code of 1969, eliminate its negative aspects and establish applicable
norms for the criminal protection of women in terms of formulation and content,
and complementing aspects of the criminal protection of women, by
criminalizing criminal acts that are not mentioned in it, and adding what other
Iragi laws criminalize, taking into account the experience of other countries in
this regard.

key-woords:
sustainable development, empowering women , penal protection for women, the
Iragi penal code, developing the penal cod.
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