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The literary woman and her role in the Andalusian society
Prof. Dr.Jinan Qahtan Farhan
University of Baghdad / College of Education for Girls /
Department of Arabic Language

Abstract

Research idea: The role of women in public life is considered an essential
component in all societies because of its great importance in determining the
components of society and its local needs. Therefore, we do not exaggerate if
we say that women are one of the most important factors for the advancement
and development of society, and there is no room for overlooking the effective
role that they provide to their society. Life experiences have proven that women
are among the important and effective elements that have contributed to building
societies, because of their exceptional ability to assume responsibilities. And
difficulties, and Andalusian women will be the field of study.

Why Andalusian Women: Andalusian women have enjoyed a prominent and
high position in the various eras of Andalusian society. Andalusian women
gained a lot of knowledge and education, and many of them shined in the
sciences, literature and the arts, in addition to some of them were tasked with
raising the children of ministers, princes, wealthy people and poets as well.
Andalusian society allowed them to conduct many religious, cultural and social
activities.

The Importance of Andalusian Women: Many women of the Andalusian era
excelled in jurisprudence and legal sciences, in addition to being fortunate
enough to have an abundance of literature and poetry. Calligraphy and
memorization of the Noble Qur’an, and they were a prominent feature of
Andalusian literature. Not only that, and this is evidence of the great status of
Andalusian women and their active role in the life of their society for a long
time.

The literary woman is a conscious woman, a reader, a writer, a poet, a critic, a
teacher, a creator with influence and authority in the literary community and
intellectual circles.

The Andalusian woman was well educated, free, open-minded, discerning, and
eloquent. It was mentioned in the book "The Grace of Goodness from the
Monotonous Branch of Andalusia® by the literary historian Ahmed bin
Muhammad Al-Magqri (d.1041 AH). In his book he says at the beginning: “And
if 1 reach this point from the words of the people of Andalusia, | have seen that |
remember a group of Andalusian women who have the upper hand in public
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speaking, so that he will know that the ingenuity of the people of Andalusia is
the same instinct they have even in their women and children.

Andalusian women and literature (subject of study): In the Andalusian era,
women were interested in literature, as her poetry was scattered in the stomachs
of the mother of books, and Andalusian women enjoyed a high position. Prince
Mansour bin Abi Amer, king of the city of Nara, was forced to kneel on his
knees to offer the colors of apology when he learned that a Muslim woman was
his captive, as well as the Andalusian woman with her artistic activity, entered
public life, whether she was a woman from the high society or from the
daughters of the poor classes and slaves.

The most prominent results: the emergence of a major social renaissance,
which was manifested in the emergence of the female figure, especially in the
artistic field. For example, but not limited to - Abd al-Rahman al-Dakhil
brought artists from Mecca and Medina and set up a house for them attached to
his palace, which served as a music institute known at that time as Dar al-
Madina. And the Andalusian environment in general was decorated with quite a
few female poets who contributed to the enrichment of Andalusian literature
with different colors of poetic themes
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