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Managing difference and accepting the other in the struggle

between the old and the new in the critical heritage

Name: Prof. Dr. Saad Muhammad Ali Al-Tamimi

Workplace: College of Education — Al-Mustansiriya University

Abstract

The issue of the old and the new was not a unique case in Arab literature and its criticism,
as it is a general phenomenon in which all living literatures share, and the Abbasid era
witnessed a dispute between critics about ancient and modern poetry, and scholars have
documented this difference in the sources of literature and criticism in the form of judgments
and incidents, and if the time is In the context of this difference, the vocabulary and meanings
represented two areas in which the supporters of the old and the supporters of the new
differed, so if the words were sober, insignificant and close to the nomadic words, they liked
the supporters of the old. For meanings, as it was also a point of difference between
supporters of both the old and the new, Research summary
This research came to deal with the issue of the struggle between the old and the new, which
was a poetic act that the old critics confronted, and the critics were divided on three
directions: The owners of the first trend went to embrace the old and bias towards it and show
its merits and elements of its strength, rejecting the new and exposing its poets, and this axis
represents most of the narrators and linguists, such as Abu Amr bin Al-Ala, Abu Ubaida, Al-
Asma'i, Hammad, Ibn Salam, Al-Amdi and Al-Marzouki and others. National, historical, and
cultural, as well as the industry that drove them to give preference to the poets who took them
as a basis for linguistic protest, as for the second trend in dealing with the conflict between
the old and the new Like him, critics adopted the renewal movement led by born poets such
as Muslim bin Al-Walid, Abu Nawas, and Abu Tammam, and the most prominent one who
considered this opinion was Abu Bakr al-Sowali who praised Abu Tammam's renewal of
meanings, metaphors and analogies unfamiliar in the culture at the time, and when fanaticism
was inherent For the owners of these two trends, they failed to manage the difference and
accept the other. As for the owners of the third trend, they carefully stood with the old and the
new and read each of them in their historical and cultural context. They were able to do
justice to the old and the new, so they praised the competence and creativity in them together,
and they criticized the imbalance, hyperbole and weakness in the two, so improve the
management of difference And the acceptance of the other, and their judgments were
characterized by objectivity, and this is what we find among Al-Jahiz, Ibn Qutaybah, Al-
Mubarrad, Ibn Al-Mu'taz and Al-Qadi Al-Jarjani

Key words: management, difference, acceptance, otherness, critical
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