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Fundamentals of Tafsir: Its Origin and Development from the
Eleventh Century to the Present Day

Researcher: Mehrban Hama Saeed Mustafa

Department of Basic Islamic Sciences, Division of Tafsir, Institute
of Social Sciences, Van Yiiziincii Y1l University, Turkey

Abstract

This study examines the discipline of Usil al-Tafsir (Principles of Qur’anic
Exegesis), one of the Islamic sciences concerned with establishing the rules and
methodological frameworks that guide exegetes in understanding the Word of
Allah and deriving its meanings and rulings. The research aims to highlight the
emergence and historical development of this discipline, with particular focus on
the eleventh century AH and the subsequent periods up to the modern era,
during which the field witnessed significant maturation in scholarly writing and
diversity in methodological approaches.

The study begins with an introduction emphasizing the importance of caring for
the Qur’an and its sciences, noting that among the most prominent of these is the
science of tafsir and its principles, as it constitutes the foundation upon which
the understanding and contemplation of the Qur’an are built. It also points out
that authorship in Usil al-Tafsir developed relatively later compared to other
Islamic sciences—such as principles of jurisprudence, hadith, and linguistics—
despite its roots extending back to the time of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him) and his Companions, who received the Qur’an with profound
understanding and awareness of its objectives.

The first section presents the linguistic and technical definitions of both “ustl”
(principles) and “tafsir” (exegesis), clarifying the relationship between them. It
explains that the principles serve as the methodological foundation of tafsir,
contributing to the regulation of the interpretive process and guiding exegetes
toward a sound approach in dealing with the Qur’anic text.

The second section addresses the development and significance of Usul al-
Tafsir, reviewing the most important sources and references in this field and
highlighting the contributions of scholars in systematizing its rules and
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establishing its methodologies. Particular attention is given to the eleventh
century AH, when independent works on the subject began to appear in a
systematic manner, after previously being treated mainly within the
introductions of tafsir books. The study also underscores the importance of
engaging with Usial al-Tafsir in the modern era to confront erroneous
interpretations and deviant trends, and to renew contemporary understanding of
the Qur’an in a manner consistent with its constants and objectives.

The research concludes by presenting its main findings, most notably that Usiil
al-Tafsir is an essential discipline for every exegete, and that proper attention to
it ensures sound understanding of the Qur’an and prevents deviation in
interpretation. The study also acknowledges the contributions of scholars who
laid its foundations and developed it across the ages, and calls for further
research and study in this vital field of Islamic knowledge.

Keywords: Ustl al-Tafsir, Qur’anic Sciences, Objectives of the Qur’an,
Theoretical Foundations of Exegesis, Methodologies of Exegetes, Qur’anic
Objectives.
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