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The Constitutional Powers of the President of the Republic in the
Iraqi Parliamentary System: Between Constitutional Text and
Practical Reality

Professor Dr. Dawood Murad Hussein Al-Hassani
Professor of Political Systems — University of Al-Qadisiyah, College
of Law

Introduction

The Head of State in parliamentary systems is not the Head of Government. In
such systems, the Prime Minister is the head of the Council of Ministers and
represents the core of executive authority. The Head of State in parliamentary
systems 1s not politically responsible; therefore, most constitutions in
parliamentary regimes, although they grant certain powers to the Head of State,

stipulate that these powers are exercised by the Head of Government.

The Iraqi political system, under the 2005 Constitution, is considered a
parliamentary system characterised by a dual executive structure. It consists of two
branches: one represented by the Head of State (the President of the Republic),

and the other by the Prime Minister.

However, under the 2005 Constitution, the President of the Republic exercises
certain powers that are not typically associated with the role of a Head of State in
parliamentary systems. This has given rise to a constitutional dilemma regarding
the nature and scope of these powers, particularly in relation to the authority of

the Prime Minister.

Research Hypothesis

The hypothesis of this study is that the powers exercised by the President of the
Republic under the 2005 Constitution do not conform to the traditional role of a
Head of State in a parliamentary system; rather, they have been shaped by the

practical political reality in Iraq.
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Research Problem

This study seeks to answer several key questions, including:

« What constitutional powers were granted to the President of the Republic

under the 2005 Constitution?

o What is the constitutional dilemma concerning the President’s authority to

convene or dissolve Parliament?

o What are the legal and social implications of the President’s refusal to ratify

death penalty judgments?

Research Structure

« Section One: The theoretical foundations of the principle of separation of

powers

o Section Two: The Head of State in a federal system: a comparison
between the Iraqi parliamentary system and the assembly system

« Section Three: The executive powers of the President in a parliamentary

system (a comparative study)

« Section Four: The dilemma of the President’s authority to convene the

Council of Representatives under the Constitution

« Section Five: The issue of dissolving Parliament by the President in the

Iraqi system

o Section Six: Constitutional treatments and the ratification of death

sentences.

Keywords :Head of State — Constitution — Ratification — Parliament — Council

of Representatives
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