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Media and the Invocation of the Body: From the Metaphysics of
Sanctity to the Cyborg in Post-Postmodern Art
Prof. Dr Nada Ayed Yousef
Irag/Baghdad/Al-Mustansiriya University/College of Basic
Education/Department of Art Education

Abstract:

To fully understand the importance of the crisis, we must seek a different visual image
that effectively influences the viewer's impression. This imagery stems from the early
stages of conceptual art, which metaphorically uses the body and liberates it from the
myth of its referential frameworks. This is due to the pressing need to impose new
intellectual debates, leading to a more profound intersection between art and humanity.
It requires finding a systematic alternative that embodies both extremism and
motivation, fostering coordination within the communication conference. This
alternative displaces previous approaches and moves towards a more focused
engagement with people, enabling them to explore transformative cultural concepts as
a response to a liberated and dynamic aesthetic need.

The body has become a significant tool for global media and communication,
stimulating research into all aspects of the relationship between the concept of the
physical body and the technological transformations that contribute to its conventions.
It is the vessel of the human spirit in this era, a symbol of standards and taboos, revealing
complex and intricate beliefs and concepts that are otherwise impossible to fully grasp.
From these incursions, one can trace the transgressions that have affected those concepts
linked to the transformations that have shaken foundations throughout the ages, from
prehistory to the post-postmodern era, which sought to marginalise and eliminate past
efforts.

The body, which occupied a central position in classical metaphysics as the vessel of
the soul and an object of sanctity, is today undergoing a radical reshaping within the
digital image, where its symbolic stability can be shaken, allowing it to be reproduced
as a diverse, virtual, and permeable entity.

The search for transformations that constitute the body is not merely about changes in
form or aesthetics, but rather a reflection of the collapse of the grand narratives that have
governed the relationship between humanity and itself and the world.

Through art, particularly performance art and makeup, the body becomes an
epistemological intermediary, revealing the transfer of consciousness from logical
meaning to logical effect and from contemplation to visual consumption.

Keywords: Media, Body Art, Cyborg, Postmodern Art, Post-Postmodern Art
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