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European Constitutions and Laws and Their Role in Reshaping
the Concepts of State and Nation (1100-1990)

Britain, France, Germany, and Russia as Case Studies
Dr. Abbas Finjan Saddam Al-Imara

Irag/University of Basra/College of Education for Women

Abstract

The constitution serves as the fundamental driving force behind any human
action, ensuring it remains within the bounds of nature and avoids chaos. Law is
not a recent phenomenon; it has existed since the dawn of creation, regulating
reality on Earth and the relationships between individuals in all aspects of life.
Therefore, this research aims to shed light on the most important and oldest
laws, exploring their formation, their promulgators, and the consequences of
their enactment and implementation in the European societies under study.

The research examines the historical development of European constitutions
and fundamental laws, and their role in reshaping the concepts of state and
nation in Europe during the period 1100-1990. This is achieved through a
comparative study of four countries representing diverse models in their
constitutional and political trajectories: Britain, France, Germany, and Russia.
The research is based on the premise that constitutions were not merely legal
texts regulating power, but rather active instruments in shaping political and
social consciousness and redefining the relationship between ruler and ruled,
and between the individual and the state.

Keywords: Constitutions, Laws, Europe, State, Citizenship, Britain, France,

Russia, Germany.
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