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Developing Reading Comprehension Skills in the Arabic
Language Subject among Fourth-Grade Literary Stream Students
Using the Reciprocal Teaching Strategy
Riyadh Mohammed Obaid Hussein
Babel Education Directorate

Abstract

The study followed a quasi-experimental methodology, using a design with two
equivalent groups (experimental and control) and pre- and post-tests. The research
sample consisted of (80) fourth-grade literary students, divided into two groups:
an experimental group (40 students) taught using the Reciprocal Teaching
strategy, and a control group (40 students) taught using the conventional method.
The researcher used a reading comprehension test (pre/post) as the main
instrument, after verifying its validity and reliability.

The results showed:

1. A statistically significant difference at the (0.05) level between the mean
scores of the experimental group on the pre- and post-tests in favor of the post-
test, where the mean increased from (34.80) to (59.20).

2. A statistically significant difference at the (0.05) level between the mean
scores of the experimental and control groups on the post-test in favor of the
experimental group, where its mean was (59.20) compared to (41.90) for the
control group. The effect size (Cohen's d = 2.55) indicated a very large effect.
The research concluded that the Reciprocal Teaching strategy is highly effective
in developing reading comprehension skills at its various levels (literal,
inferential, critical, creative) among fourth-grade literary students, thereby
outperforming the traditional method.

Keywords: Reciprocal Teaching Strategy, Reading Comprehension, Active
Learning, Developing Reading Skills, Arabic Language.
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