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Abstract

This study examines the impact of Shaykh Abu Muslim al-Bahlani on the
development of the scientific and intellectual movement in Zanzibar and East
Africa during the second half of the nineteenth century and the early twentieth
century, within the context of Omani rule that provided a supportive political,
economic, and social environment for the advancement of learning and scholars.
The study focuses on al-Bahlani’s migration from Oman to Zanzibar,
elucidating its motives and historical context, as well as his relationship with the
Sultans of Zanzibar and his roles in scholarly, judicial, and administrative life.

The paper also explores his educational contributions through authored works
adopted for teaching, highlighting their role in consolidating Islamic and
scholarly culture, alongside his literary and poetic output that reflected the issues
of his time and contributed to shaping intellectual awareness. In addition, the
study addresses his pioneering role in journalism through the founding of Al-
Najah newspaper, which served as an important cultural and intellectual
platform in Zanzibar and contributed to engaging with Islamic and Arab affairs
while connecting the region to its broader civilizational milieu.

The study concludes that Shaykh Abu Muslim al-Bahlani represented a model of
the encyclopedic scholar who combined learning, education, literature,
journalism, and public service, leaving a profound and enduring impact on the
scientific and intellectual renaissance in Zanzibar and East Africa, thereby
ranking among the most prominent figures of that historical period.

Keywords:
Abu Muslim al-Bahlani, Zanzibar, East Africa, scientific movement, Omani
journalism.
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