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Challenges of Modernity in a Risk Society: A Case Study of Iraq
Researcher: Alia Hamid Khayoun
Iraq / Baghdad / Student at Al-Nahrain University / College of
Political Science / Department of Strategy

Abstract:

Since the mid-twentieth century, the world has witnessed profound
transformations in the structure of modern industrial societies. Scientific and
technological progress is no longer synonymous with prosperity and well-being,
but has often become a source of new, cross-border risks that threaten security in
general. Modernity is one of the most prominent intellectual, social, and political
transformations in human history, as it is linked to concepts of rationality,
progress, and the construction of the modern state. However, this modernist
project has not been without its problems. Alongside its scientific and
technological achievements, it has also highlighted new risks. In this context, the
German sociologist Ulrich Beck emerged with his famous book "Risk Society:
In Search of Lost Security." Beck highlights the difference between traditional
risks, which are calculable and predictable, and the new risks resulting from
modern civilization, which are often invisible, unquantifiable, and uninsurable.
These new risks lead to a state of non-cognitive ignorance™ and pose significant
challenges to politics, the state, and individuals in the modern era. In other
words, risks are no longer local or limited in scope, but have become
transnational, exceeding the ability of states and societies to fully control them.
In light of this framework, this study examines the Iragi case as a model facing
the challenges of modernity within a turbulent environment. Since 2003, Iraq
has suffered from a range of risks affecting various areas, including security,
political, economic, social, and environmental risks. Therefore, studying the
Iraqi case from the perspective of a risk society is of dual importance. It
contributes to enriching the theoretical literature on modernity and its problems
In unstable societies, while providing a practical framework for understanding
the nature of the challenges that prevent the consolidation of the foundations of
the modern state in Irag.

Keywords: risks, challenges, modernity, Iraq, Ulrich Beck
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