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Educational Activity and Institutions in East Africa
During the Second Half of the 19th Century

Dr. Sulaiman bin Saeed Al-Kiyumi

Assistant Professor - University of Buraimi - Sultanate of Oman

Abstract

This research aims to study the development of educational institutions and
educational activity in East Africa during the second half of the 19th century,
focusing on the Omani and Islamic cultural role in shaping the educational
system in Swahili society. The research highlights that education in East Africa
has been linked to Islam since its inception, with Quranic schools, mosques, and
scholars' houses serving as the cornerstones for disseminating knowledge and
instilling religious, linguistic, and moral values. The research also examines the
role of women in education, including the participation of female teachers in
teaching the Quran and the principles of Islam to girls, reflecting the
community's awareness of the importance of female education.

Furthermore, the research categorizes educational institutions into Quranic
schools, mosques, schools for Indians, and modern schools that emerged during
the reign of Sultan Ali bin Hamoud, in addition to the schools of scholars that
produced generations of imams, judges, and teachers. It also points to the
development of educational curricula and teaching methods, their shift from
traditional rote learning to the use of more organized tools and methods, as well
as the foreign influences that accompanied British influence in Zanzibar and
attempts to impose the Swabhili language using the Latin alphabet in formal
education.

Keywords: Islamic education, East Africa, Zanzibar, Quranic schools, Omanis,
educational activity, Swabhili civilization.
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