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De la sociologie de la littérature a la critique sociale: étude
critique et analytique From the Sociology of Literature to Social
Criticism: A Critical and Analytical Study
Khoulah Ez-Zalzouli
Assistant Professor of Higher Education
Firat University, Turkey

Abstract:

This study seeks to provide an analysis of literary and artistic texts from a social
perspective, within the framework of contemporary developments in critical
studies. The research problem arises from the ambiguity surrounding the
concept of “social criticism,” which today encompasses a wide range of
approaches—sometimes complementary, sometimes contradictory—Ileading to a
loss of clarity and precise boundaries. This situation presents a fundamental
challenge for researchers seeking to explore the relationship between texts and
society, as it requires a rigorous theoretical and methodological framework that
combines aesthetic dimensions with social content, while highlighting the
ideological aspects of texts.

The significance of this research lies in its ability to redefine social criticism as
an analytical tool capable of revealing the social and ideological role of literary
texts, not merely as a mirror of a given reality, but as an aesthetic practice that
produces values and influences the consciousness of individuals and
communities. The study also aims to present a comprehensive and multi-voiced
vision, attentive to recent theoretical and methodological advances, while
addressing the limitations and difficulties of critical research and exploring new
possibilities for understanding texts.

The objectives of the study are to clarify the strategies of social criticism in
retrieving the social content of texts and analyzing their presence in social
reality, to uncover the ideological interactions that shape them and their
reflection in aesthetic and creative structures, and to propose new perspectives
for future studies, while strengthening integrated approaches between theory and
critical practice.

The research adopts a methodology of immanent reading of texts, building on
the foundations of formal criticism, with a focus on social and ideological
analysis, and on studying texts within their cultural and historical contexts.
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The tools for data collection include the analysis of selected texts, reviewing
previous literature on social criticism and Russian formalism, and comparing
research from different fields to broaden the analytical scope.

The structure of the study consists of an introduction outlining the problem and
its importance, a theoretical framework defining the concept of social criticism
and its dimensions, followed by an applied analysis of texts that highlights their
interaction with society and culture, and finally, a conclusion presenting results
and insights, emphasizing the social, aesthetic, and ideological role of texts
Keywords: Sociology of Literature, Social Criticism, Contemporary Novel,
Critical Analysis, Social Structure
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