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Prophethood and Revelation in American Orientalism: A Critical
Analysis of the Intellectual Problematics in Washington

Irving's Project
Khazaal Raji Sayel

Babylon Education Directorate

Abstract

This study analyzes and critiques the intellectual problems raised by the
American Orientalist Washington Irving in his book "The Life of Mahomet"
regarding the concepts of prophethood and revelation in Islam. The research
demonstrates how Irving attempted to interpret prophethood and revelation in
light of the evolution of the Prophet Muhammad's personal thought and his
influence from Judaism and Christianity, while ignoring the transcendent
dimension of Islam. Furthermore, the study reveals methodological
inconsistencies and biases that marred Irving's writings, despite his relatively
fair positions compared to those of his contemporary Orientalists.

Keywords: American Orientalism, Washington Irving, Prophethood,
Revelation, Prophetic Biography.
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