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Historical research and artificial intelligence: abstraction or
refinement?
Hafsa Aaboud
PhD Researcher at Abdelmalek Essaadi University
Social Studies Teacher
Secondary School, Tangier-Asilah Directorate- Kingdom of Morocco

Abstract:

The academic world is witnessing fundamental transformations that are
reshaping the nature of scientific research in both the technical and human
sciences, particularly in the field of historical research. Researchers have moved
from the world of traditional paper-based source texts to the rapidly evolving
realm of algorithms and digital production.

These transformations have become strikingly evident with the significant
advancements in the digital field, especially with the emergence of artificial
intelligence, which offers tremendous capabilities that contribute to enriching
scientific research and propelling it toward unprecedented new horizons.

It is worth noting that historical knowledge has always been linked to books,
sources, and manuscripts, where researchers would delve into their pages amidst
the dust to uncover hidden treasures. However, the current digital revolution has
dramatically altered this landscape, making it possible to access historical
documents and information easily with the click of a button or thanks to
advanced algorithms. This, in itself, represents a qualitative leap, saving
researchers considerable time and effort. At the same time, it opens the door to
diverse discussions about its impact on the essence of historical research,
especially traditional research. While some believe that the introduction of
artificial intelligence (Al) into this field has deprived historians of the traditional
investigative spirit that was considered an integral part of their mission, others
believe it to be an invaluable tool, enabling unprecedented accuracy and speed,
thus raising the quality of research and academic work.

Between these two perspectives, reliance on modern technologies remains a
fundamental aspect of the humanities and social sciences. Al plays an
increasingly important role in the social sciences, providing tools and techniques
for analyzing big data, understanding human behavior, and studying complex
social phenomena. The field of history is an integral part of this landscape,
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offering significant capabilities such as translating ancient languages like Latin
and hieroglyphics. However, there are many drawbacks, including the use of
algorithms that can lead to biased and ideologically driven results.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence, Algorithms, History, Historian, Digital
Development, Technology
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