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Maritime commercial activity and its impact on the Kuwaiti economy
(1814-1914)

Luc.Hala Mahdi Al-Dulaimi
University of Babylon

Babylon Center for Civilizational and Historical Studies — Iraq

Abstract
Significance of the Research

The study aims to understand how Kuwait’s maritime trade evolved during
the 19th century and into the early 20th century, identifying the internal and
external factors that shaped its trajectory and variations over time. It also seeks
to analyze the role of Kuwait’s maritime trade in enhancing Kuwait’s status as
an economically and politically autonomous city within the Gulf region, and to
evaluate the impact of this trade on Kuwait’s relations with Britain, neighboring
Gulf states, and the local population.

Research Objectives: To explore and study Kuwait’s role as a politically and
economically independent commercial center from 1814 to 1914, by defining
and tracing the evolution of Kuwait’s maritime trade.

Identify the types of trade in terms of exports and imports, with a specific focus
on pearl trade and essential goods, and track their routes and local and
international networks.

Analyze the driving factors behind changes in Kuwait’s commerce, with
emphasis on the urban development of ports and the evolution of trade
networks.

Examine the nature of trade relations with Britain, the Ottoman Empire, India,
and East Africa, and trace fluctuations in the markets for pearls, gold, and
commodities, among other influential factors.

Link the results of the analysis to the concept of Kuwait as an economically and
politically autonomous center in the Gulf before the discovery of oil, and
elucidate the impact of trade on the formation of an economic identity and local
sovereignty.
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Research Structure

Since the study’s title concerns maritime trade, the first section addresses
Kuwait’s historical importance before the discovery of oil, focusing on the
factors that contributed to Kuwait’s rise and its emergence as a key trading hub
in the Gulf region. The second section then examines Kuwait’s commercial
activity and the extent of economic development in the area, including the
establishment of the naval fleet. The third section outlines Kuwait’s commercial
relations with the Gulf regions on the one hand and competing powers, notably
Britain, on the other, as well as with distant areas such as India and East Africa.
It also clarifies the types of goods and commodities that Kuwait exported and
imported.

Research Methodology

The study employs a historical methodology, utilizing documents and analyzing
them in a manner that aligns with the research topic, including the narration of
events and scholarly detailing, to obtain information that enriches the study from
a historical-scientific perspective.

Keywords: Maritime activity, Pearl trade, Kuwait’s economic policy, Kuwait
ports, International commercial competition
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