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The Concept of Identity and Its Manifestations in Contemporary
Cinema
Assistant Professor Hossam EI-Din Mohamed Abdel Moneim
Specialization: Cinema and Television Arts
University of Baghdad

Abstract

The concept of identity has been associated with society through its
characteristics within the givens of time and place. It is subject to the law of
movement and change that human societies, as well as living beings and
creatures on earth, undergo. ldentity is a form of understanding that expresses
the awareness and life of a society endowed with certain intellectual capacities.
This has allowed human thought to align with various manifestations of human
cultures, making epistemological openness a fundamental feature of all
orientations of human thought. However, such intertwinement was neither
simple nor easily attainable. Resistance is inevitable toward anything new and
unfamiliar, and at the same time, there must be intellectual preparedness within
every society to embrace epistemological modernity.

From this standpoint, the researcher proposes the title of his study:

“The Concept of Identity and Its Manifestations in Contemporary Cinema”.

The research includes:

Chapter One: Methodological Framework

» Research Problem: What is the concept of identity and its most prominent
manifestations in contemporary cinematic discourse?

« Significance of the Research: To uncover the references of the concept of
identity and its aesthetic dimensions through its manifestations in contemporary
cinematic discourse. This contributes to the work of scholars specializing in the
field of cinematic aesthetics.

* Research Limits: The study is delimited by adopting a purposive sample
represented in analyzing identity in the Arab film The Other (1999), directed by
Youssef Chahine.

» Research Objective: To identify the concept of identity and its most salient
features in contemporary cinematic discourse.

Definition of Terms:

* Identity: In its general sense, identity can be defined as “a set of
characteristics through which an individual can recognize themselves in relation
to the social group to which they belong, and which distinguishes them from
individuals belonging to other groups” (Ibrahim Abrash, 2020).

13
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e Cultural Identity: It is “cultural distinctiveness, encompassing all that
culture entails of customs, behavioral patterns, values, and a worldview toward
life and the universe” (Galal Amin, 1998).

* Cultural Identity: It is “that homogeneous composite of memories,
perceptions, values, symbols, expressions, creativity, and aspirations that
preserve for a human community—forming a nation or equivalent—its
civilizational identity, within the framework of the transformations it undergoes
through its internal dynamics and its capacity for communication, exchange, and
reciprocity” (Mohammed Abed Al-Jabri, 1998).

* According to UNESCO, cultural identity “first and foremost means that we
are individuals belonging to a linguistic community—Iocal, regional, or
national—with its own moral and aesthetic values that distinguish it. It also
includes the way in which we assimilate the history, traditions, customs, lifestyle
of the community, and our sense of subjecting ourselves to it, participating in it,
or shaping a common destiny from it. It also means the manner in which we
present ourselves as part of an integrated whole” (Hamdi Al-Mahrouqi, 2004).
Chapter Two: Theoretical Framework

»  Section One: The concept of identity, its references, and applications.

»  Section Two: Manifestations of identity in contemporary cinema.

Chapter Three: Research Procedures

This chapter addressed the methodology of the study and the reasons behind
selecting the purposive sample.

Chapter Four: Results, Conclusions, Suggestions, and Recommendations
Followed by the references and an abstract in English.
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