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The History and Evolution of The Explanation of Figh
The History and Development of Jurisprudential Interpretation
Dr. Faiz Aziz Ali
Professor, Department of Arabic Language, Faculty of Theology,
Van University
Van Yuzu Negwel, Van, Turkiye

Abstract
Jurisprudential interpretation (Tafsir Figh) is a type of interpretation that focuses

on studying the verses of legal rulings and how to derive rulings from them.
This type is characterized by precise understanding and profound deduction,
allowing the mind to be used in discussion and weighing up different opinions.
This makes it of particular importance and warrants careful attention.

The roots of this interpretation go back to the time of the Prophet (peace and
blessings be upon him), who interpreted many verses of the Quran and
explained their meanings to the Companions. The special classification of
interpreting verses of legal rulings, or figh interpretation, has emerged from the
era of codification until the modern era, making it an independent branch within
the sciences of the Holy Qur'an, despite being part of the general fields of
interpretation.

It is well known that the Holy Qur'an is the primary source of Islamic
legislation, and that legal rulings are based on the Qur'an, the Prophet's Sunnah,
sound ijtihad based on legal evidence, or the consensus of the nation's jurists.
Therefore, engaging in interpreting the Qur'an and deriving rulings from it is
considered one of the most important sciences, as it clarifies God's intentions for
His servants and the rulings that are required for worship.

Because jurisprudential interpretation focuses on the verses of legal rulings,
scholars have differed on determining their number. Some estimate it at five
hundred verses, while others believe it is one hundred. Others, such as al-
Shawkani, think it cannot be limited to a specific number, as deduction depends
on the scholar's understanding and ability to deal with texts and their connection
to reality.

As | mentioned in the introduction, the science of jurisprudential interpretation
emerged with the revelation of the Holy Quran. The Prophet (peace and
blessings be upon him) was the first to interpret the Quran jurisprudentially,
based on the verse: "And We have sent down to you the message that you may
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make clear to the people what was sent down to them." He interpreted the Quran
through the words and actions of the Sunnah. After him, the Companions strove
to derive legal rulings from the Quran to address the issues of their time.

The need for jurisprudential interpretation increased with the progression of time
and the expansion of the Islamic sphere, making the Holy Quran the primary
reference for those who exercise legal scrutiny in legislation.

In this study, we will briefly discuss the verses of the rulings and the
jurisprudential interpretation of the Holy Quran, as a starting point that clarifies
the jurisprudential foundations for dealing with the Book of God Almighty. We
hope this information will be useful to students of knowledge and will be taken
into account on the Day of Judgment as part of our scale of deeds.

Keywords: Interpretation, Jurisprudence, Quran, History, Evolution
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