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Teaching the original language and culture and its impact on
building the cultural identity of Moroccan immigrants in Europe -
-France and Spain as a model

Researcher Mounir Azmi
Dr. Mouhsine Idali

Laboratory for Dynamics of Scenes, Risks, and Heritage, Faculty
of Arts and Humanities, Sultan Moulay Slimane University, Beni
Mellal, Kingdom of Morocco

Abstract:

The movement of populations from one country to another leads to the blending
of lifestyles, languages, and cultures. Migration, therefore, catalyzes societal and
cultural change, both in host societies and in countries of origin. Consequently,
ties to the homeland may weaken or even disappear, especially considering that
migrants often shift from a temporary status in host countries to that of
permanent residents. ldentity is closely linked to a sense of belonging, as well as
to intercultural interaction, which underscores its strong connection to
migration. Migration disrupts the sense of belonging among migrants,
particularly across generations in the diaspora, as they struggle to establish
meaningful bonds with host countries while connections to their parents’
homeland fade. In response, Morocco has adopted policies aimed at preserving
the link between its diaspora and the home country. These include programs that
teach the original language and culture to the children of Moroccan expatriates,
emphasizing the transmission of traditions, values, and customs inherited from
their ancestors. Based on a field study, this paper explores several questions
related to the migration/identity dichotomy, as well as the language/culture
dichotomy. Specifically, it assesses the impact of language and -cultural
education programs on the children of Moroccan communities in France and
Spain, measuring how these initiatives influence their attachment to their
original language, culture, and homeland.

Keywords: migration, culture, language, cultural identity, education, France,
Spain.
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