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Relations between Muslims and (Christians and Jews) in the Sharia
Courts of Damascus

1902 - 1895
Dr. Nayef Saeed Al-Jabai

Academic Researcher - Syrian Arab Republic

Abstract

In the documents of the Sharia courts in the city of Damascus, there appeared
economic relations between Muslims on the one hand and Christians and Jews on
the other. The research documented several diverse documents between the years
1895 - 1902 AD; to be able to answer a research problem which is: What is the
position of Christians and Jews towards Muslims in the Islamic Sharia courts?
Did Muslims exploit Islamic law to their advantage or was the period
characterized by justice and harmony between sects? What is the reason for
Christians and Jews to resort to Sharia courts in cases related to the commercial
court? According to these axes, the objectives of the research are summarized in
shedding light on the economic relations between Muslims on the one hand and
Christians and Jews on the other hand and shedding light on a sensitive period of
relations between sects. The importance of the study comes from the fact that it
began after a full decade had passed since the opening of the commercial court in
Damascus and the beginning of its work and the ability of Christians and Jews to
resort to it because it is not Islamic, and its systems are in favour of non-Muslims
and allow equality between them and Muslims, but they preferred to enter and
deal with Muslims within the Sharia courts. This draws attention to the fact that
Muslims were rejecting the commercial court in some cases, while Christians and
Jews trusted the justice of the Sharia courts in other cases. Among the results of
the research is that the relations between Muslims on the one hand and the rest of
the religious sects on the other hand were of social and religious levels, and were
not general; That is, it is not suitable for generalization. In some cases, there was a
defect in the claim that showed its lack of credibility, and in other cases, we find
that there was an implicit agreement between the two parties for personal
interests. As for the research sources, they are the unpublished documents of the
Sharia courts of the eight courts in the city that were treated according to the
historical method based on investigation, documentation, and stating historical
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data within the documents, as well as the analytical method by which we analyzed
the documents according to previous experiences and historical data. As for the
critical method, it was used in cases where the document needed criticism to
clarify its truth and background.

Keywords: Damascus Sharia Courts - Economic Relations - Muslims - Christians
- Jews.
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