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Muawiyah bin Abi Sufyan's strategy to reach power through the
book Al-Futooh by Ibn A'tham Al-Kufi (d. 320 AH) (marriage
and gaining friendship as a model)

By Mohammed Jassim Alwan
Babylon Education Directorate
D. Sadegh.Saeeidian
University of Religions and Sects/ Faculty of History/ Qom / Iran

Abstract

In an attempt to fill the gaps in other modern sources, this study traced the
political history of Muawiyah ibn Abi Sufyan through the book Al-Futuhat, and
at the same time formed a more comprehensive idea about the history of
Mughawiyah ibn Abi Sufyan through this book, which attracted the attention of
all Islamic sects for its objectivity and balance, which is rarely found in another
historian from the fourth century AH that is still appreciated by historical
circles, and its historical material constitutes good ink among a wide range of
historians of different affiliations. The purpose of this study was to shed light on
Ibn A'tham Al-Kufi's vision of the most important events of the Rashidun
Caliphate. Muawiyah ibn Abi Sufyan played a major role in reaching power,
especially during the reign of Uthman ibn Affan, which constituted a dangerous
turning point in Islamic history. To achieve his goals, Muawiyah ibn Abi Sufyan
used several tactics, such as marriage and winning the favour of men to reach
power, and the result of his efforts was the crystallization of hereditary rule and
a move away from the institution of the Rashidun Caliphate, which was based
on the theory of Shura in governance.

Keywords: Strategy - Muawiyah bin Abi Sufyan - Marriage - Winning
friendship - Political impact.
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