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The Dowry in the Thought of the Imams of Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon
them) (2-255H/623-869AD)
Assist.Prof.Dr .Maha Abdullah Al-Sharqi
Assist Lect .Atika Habib Abdullah
University of Basrah - College of Education for Human Sciences -
Department of History
Abstract
The research deals with a very important social aspect, as it is specific to family
relations in Islamic society, and this aspect is represented by the dowry and what
IS observed as present exaggeration, at a time when it is difficult for young
Muslims to provide it, and thus a social problem has emerged represented by the
reluctance to marry due to the financial obligations incumbent on the man. The
importance of the dowry imposed by Islamic law on men for women lies in the
fact that it is a feature that distinguishes women in Islam from women in the
world and a degree that no woman has risen to before people took shelter under
the shade of the true religion, and Islam made the dowry a basic condition of the
marriage contract, which creates mutual rights and duties that are binding on
both the husband and the wife, and thus the dowry is a right established in the
Holy Book of Allah and the Sunnah of our pure Prophet and by the consensus of
all Muslim jurists.
The research aims to confirm the importance of the dowry as an important pillar
of marriage according to Islamic law. At the same time, the research showed
how the Imams (peace be upon them) dealt with this pillar and demonstrated its
importance. The Imams (peace be upon them) confirmed that the dowry cannot
be considered a price for the value of women in Islamic society. If it were, the
Noble Prophet (may God bless him and his family and grant them peace) would
not have been satisfied with the dowry of Lady Fatima (peace be upon her). He
would not have been satisfied with all the treasures of the earth. Rather, it is a
symbolic and moral honour that shows the status of women that Islam raised
after they were humiliated and considered a source of shame in the pre-Islamic
era, which made them pay them when they were born. Islam changed this wrong
view of them and made them more honourable in Islamic society.
In the research, we followed a descriptive inductive approach by collecting
narrations from the pure Imams (peace be upon them) and how they considered
the dowry as a part of honouring and pride in women for the responsibility they
will be committed to in family life. According to the historical material available
to us, the structure of the research came in the form of an introduction and two
axes, the first of which included two important points: the first is explaining the
meaning of the dowry in language and terminology, while the second point is a
brief definition of the Imams of the Household (peace be upon them) because of
their connection to the idea of the research, and clarifying their role in
highlighting the importance of the dowry as an honor from God Almighty to
women and not a price for them, while the second axis came under the title of
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the dowry in the thought of the Imams of the Household (peace be upon them),
and it included two points, the first: the concept of thought in general, and the
thought of the Household (peace be upon them) in particular, and the second
point is the dowry in their thought (peace be upon them) documented by
historical narrations, and the research concluded with a conclusion mentioning
the important aspects resulting from presenting the dowry. And from God is
success

Keywords: Dowry, bride price, Messenger of God (PBUH), Imam (PBUH),
Muslim woman
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