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The Scientific Role of the Mawali Companions Until the End of
the First Hijri Century

Prof. Dr : Salima Kazem Hussein
Dr: Zainab Abdul Jabbar Saeed

Abstract

This study aims to shed light on the Mawali Companions who witnessed the
emergence of Islam, focusing on their intellectual role during the first Hijri
century. It examines their abilities in learning, teaching, and spreading the
principles of Islam, and their influence on the development of intellectual
advancement during that period.

The research also seeks to explore the group of emancipated Mawali (those who
were freed from slavery and bondage through Islam) and highlights the
transformative shift that Islam brought to their social standing, as they were
among the lowest ranks of Arab society before Islam. The study addresses this
topic from a historical perspective, emphasizing cultural and intellectual aspects,
with a focus on the Hejaz region, particularly the city of Prophet Muhammad
(peace and blessings be upon him). This city was the cradle of Islam and the
source of teachings specific to the emancipated Mawali. The timeframe of the
study extends until the end of the Rashidun Caliphate.

The research adopts a descriptive and inductive approach, gathering narratives
about the Mawali Companions from various sources. Despite the absence of
specialized works on the history of this group, the study relies on scattered
information found in historical writings, biographical dictionaries, genealogical
works, and collections of biographies.

Due to the nature of the available information, the study is divided into four
main sections:

1- Their role in education

2- Their contributions to classification and documentation

) 3- Their preservation of the Prophetic traditions (Hadith

4- Their role in preserving historical narratives

The study concludes by presenting the key findings of this humble effort.

Keywords: Mawali, Companions, scientific role, first Hijri century.
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