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The King of World Pearls
Yemeni Businessman

Sheikh Ali bin Abdul Rahman bin Abdul Rahim Al-Nahari (1850-
1931 AD)

A Historical Documentary Study
Dr. Muhammad bin Yahya bin Qasim Al-Nahari

Member of the American International Academy for Higher
Education and Training

Abstract:

This research addresses the origins and biography of Sheikh Ali bin Abdul
Rahman bin Abdul Rahim Al-Nahari, who was one of the largest pearl merchants
of his time, even recognized as the largest by his contemporaries. He developed,
exported, and marketed pearls from Eritrea to Yemen, India, France, Italy, Britain,
and many European countries, monopolizing regional markets and reaching the
highest ranks in the global pearl trade, earning the title of "King of the World
Pearls."

The study's problem lies in the historical and economic persona of the Yemeni
businessman Sheikh Ali bin Abdul Rahman Al-Nahari and how he transformed
from a local trader in Eritrea and the coastal areas of Yemen into the King of
World Pearls, becoming an active partner in global trade lending to some
European countries. The study also explores how his end came to be shrouded in
mystery and why and how his wealth disappeared. The core question is: How did
Sheikh Ali Al-Nahari achieve the status of King of the World Pearls, and what
became of his wealth?

The importance of this study lies in its historical examination of a scientific,
commercial, and global figure of Yemeni origin, who attained an international
trading level and achieved unique success in a record time that others failed to
accomplish. This research serves as an important entry point for discovering the
innovative Yemeni character and its potential for global engagement.

The study aims to achieve the following main objectives:

« Reveal the character of the Yemeni businessman Sheikh Ali Al-Nahari and
the influence of the Yemeni coastal environment on his economic and
cultural persona.

« Understand his works and commercial methodology that elevated him to
international trade status, earning him the title of King of the World Pearls.
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« Uncover the nature of Sheikh Ali Al-Nahari's trade and its relation to his
mysterious end.

« Investigate his vast wealth and identify ways to access it.

« Explore how his experience can be utilized to develop the Yemeni
economy.

The researcher relied on combining historical and descriptive methodologies. The
historical approach allows for a qualitative description of the events and phases
Sheikh Ali Al-Nahari experienced, enabling a clear analysis and discussion of
elements and phenomena, thereby providing insights into Yemen's historical
challenges that can inform current economic realities and future solutions to
prevent repeating the tragedies faced by Yemeni traders. Meanwhile, the
descriptive approach aids in collecting information and data, describing and
interpreting phenomena and events.

Keywords: Pearl Trade - Pearl King - Slaves - Colonialism
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