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International Protection of Journalists - A Study in the Framework of
the Geneva Conventions and their Protocols

Asst. Prof. Dr. Fadia Hafez Jassim

College of Law / University of Nahrain / Republic of Iraq

Abstract:

War is a reality that humans have experienced since their existence on earth, and it has
been characterized by cruelty and brutality in the past and has continued for thousands
of years until today. With the development of the camera, it was used in armed
conflicts to document battles between the conflicting parties. The victims of the
conflict were not only combatants at first but also included many civilians and
journalists who did not participate in combat operations. After signing international
agreements, attacks on journalists were prohibited and they were protected. Despite
this, journalists still face serious threats, especially in areas witnessing conflicts or
under oppressive regimes.

Journalists are protected internationally under the Geneva Conventions of 1949 and
their Additional Protocols of 1977, but violence against them continues. Reporters
Without Borders reports have shown the killing of many journalists in different
countries around the world. Therefore, the research aims to study the protection of
journalists in armed conflicts and to investigate the obstacles to this protection in light
of the violations to which journalists are subjected. Importance of the research:

The research focuses on the protection of journalists in international and non-
international armed conflicts, highlighting the obstacles facing this protection,
especially in light of the violations that affect journalists during conflicts.

Research objectives:

Study the protection of journalists and their headquarters internationally under
international agreements such as the Geneva Conventions and their protocols.

Stating the role of the international judiciary in confronting attacks on journalists
during armed conflicts.

Research problem:

Are international agreements sufficient to protect journalists in armed conflicts? And
how to apply them¢
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Who bears responsibility for attacks on journalists and their headquarters during armed
conflict®

Research methodology:

The research relies on the descriptive approach to analyze the provisions related to the
protection of journalists internationally, and the analytical approach to examine the
legal rules related to this protection in armed conflicts.

Research plan:
First topic:

First requirement: International protection of journalists in international agreements
(Geneva Conventions of 1949 and their protocols.(

Second requirement: International protection of journalists under human rights
charters.

Second topic:

First requirement: The position of the international judiciary on violations against
journalists.

Second requirement: The effects of legal responsibility for these violations.

Keywords: Protection of journalists - Armed conflicts - Geneva Conventions - Human
rights International judiciary.
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