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Expulsion penalty in old Iraqgi laws
Prof.Dr.Abdulrhman younis Abdulrhman Alkhateeb
Dr.Nasren Ahmed Abd
University of Mosul - College of Archaeology - Department of
Civilization - Republic of Iraqg

Abstract

According to cuneiform sources, including in particular laws and royal
letters, the expulsion penalty was one of the penalties enacted by the lIraqi
legislator more than four thousand years ago, along with other penalties, and
based on what was mentioned in the Arabic and Akkadian dictionaries as well as
laws, The word expulsion had synonyms indicating the same meaning, including
separation, prevention, cutting, but the most powerful of those synonyms with
the word expulsion is banishment and expulsion, and according to the contents
of the relevant cuneiform texts, the nature of this punishment, it seems, and its
legal and social consequences were different. Depending on the nature of the
committed crime and its motives, the crime of incest is one of the crimes that the
law singles out with this punishment, as indicated in Articles (154 and 158) of
Hammurabi's Law, and while Article 154 refers to the denial of the perpetrator
of this indecency, Article 158 uses the word expulsion against the perpetrator,
and in both The two articles, The punishment is almost the same, which is the
expulsion of the man who practices this vice, regardless of his position in the
family, whether father or son, his distance from his family and society, and his
loss of all his entitlements from Movable and immovable property. This
punishment also extends to the man who divorces his wife and has children from
her, for the sake of a second woman who has fallen in love with her. Without
justification, her penalty is expulsion from the home without receiving her
financial or in-kind dues. Among the crimes that the law singled out as the
penalty of expulsion is the crime of administrative corruption, and it is
interesting to find in Article 5 of the Hammurabi Law, that, more than 4000
years ago, penalties that affect the judicial authority, specifically the corrupt
judge who changes the judgment decision after its issuance for personal benefit
The law was not only expelling him from the job, but also depriving him of
practising the profession permanently and obligating him to pay severe
compensation for the costs of the lawsuits presented in this case, and there is no
doubt that such measures were mainly aimed at preserving the integrity of the
judiciary, spreading justice among the people, and holding corrupters
accountable even if they were from within the judiciary. In some legal articles,
there is also what refers to the penalty of expulsion from the home, along with
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other penalties, for denying lineage, whether it is on the part of the son to his
parents or the parent’s denial of their child. Which results in the penalty of
expulsion and depriving the responsible parties of their financial and moral dues.
In addition to the laws, the letters exchanged between kings and rulers referred
to the penalty of expulsion and dismissal that affected the king’s envoys in the
event of their failure to perform the duties entrusted to them. This penalty was
not limited to employees and servants in the royal palace but also included
ambassadors and envoys from other countries who did not respect diplomatic
pacts and covenants, and by their irresponsible behaviour, they transgressed
those international norms, and usually such behaviour still leads to the expulsion
of diplomatic missions and their return to their countries in protest of their
disrespect for those covenants.

Keywords: punishment, expulsion, Hammurabi's Code, social life,
administrative corruption.
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